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Headteacher Message
Welcome to our DTW newsletter celebrating the end of the fifth week 
of the Autumn term!

This week we have hosted another round of our Year 6 'Secondary 
Experience’ curriculum workshops with Year 6 children from several 
local primary schools. They enjoyed a variety of  Science, Music, Art, 
Spanish and PE with our staff. It was lovely to meet the year 5 pupils 
and see them engaging in their new learning, and we look forward to 
welcoming many of them in the future to Dean Trust Wigan as Year 7 
pupils.

I have had the pleasure of meeting parents of Year 6 pupils as they 
toured our school, showcasing our fantastic facilities and high quality 
teaching. I was very proud of all of our pupils and the culture they 
demonstrate every day: ‘Be kind, Try hard’. 

On Thursday we welcomed our Year 7 pupils and parents for our 
settling in evening, with staff and parents working together to ensure 
pupils continue their strong start to this phase of their education. 

Today we have had a representative from Channel 4 in school to 
work with Year 7, delivering the Year 7 assembly followed by careers 
workshops for each Form group. Find out more about these sessions 
in next week’s newsletter. 

Wishing you a lovely weekend, 

Mrs Evans
Headteacher



. Pupils of the Week

KS4 Pupil of the Week: Emmanuel 
M

Emmanuel in Year 10 has been 
nominated by Mr Fuller this week…

‘Emmanuel always answers lots of 
questions asked in lesson and is 

working really hard - particularly in Key 
Assessment!’

Mr Fuller

KS3 Pupil of the Week: James B

James in Year 7 was nominated by 
Mrs Brown this week…

‘James always works hard in every 
one of his lessons and always shows 

great kindness.’

Mrs Brown



. Stars of the Week
Year 7 – Lucy R

‘Lucy currently has the highest amount of Positive Points in the whole year group. 
She is always showing kindness and caring to others.’

 Mr Yates, Head of Year 7

Year 8 – Mason T

‘Mason has had an excellent start to 
Year 8 and has received many 

Positive Points for all of his hard 
work.’

Mrs Hobson, Head of Year 8

Year 9 – Oliver S

‘Oliver is currently top in Positive 
Points in the whole year group and is 

showing exceptional behaviour for 
learning and making excellent 

progress in his lessons.’

Mr Barrow, Head of Year 9

Year 10 – Aaron E

‘Aaron is diligent and effective in all of 
his classwork. The way he balances 
his studies with his academy football 

commitments is to be admired.’

Mr Atherton, Head of Year 10

Year 11 – Kaden R

‘Kaden is working really hard across 
all subject areas, high focus and 
determination this term has been 

fantastic - keep it up Kaden!’

 Mr Eastwood, Head of Year 11



This Week in Year 11
It has been fantastic to see how positively our Year 11 pupils have started the new academic 
year at Dean Trust Wigan. As they prepare for their GCSE examinations, pupils have 
demonstrated excellent focus, resilience and determination in lessons and during Above and 
Beyond sessions.

Across the curriculum, pupils are building on their knowledge while developing the 
examination skills and techniques they will need to succeed. Teachers have been impressed 
by their mature approach, willingness to respond to feedback and commitment to making 
progress.

In English, pupils have been developing their ability to analyse extracts and apply effective 
examination techniques, with a particular focus on Shakespeare's Macbeth. They have been 
exploring how Shakespeare presents characters and themes, selecting relevant quotations 
and analysing language and structural choices. Regular examination practice is helping pupils 
to become more confident in structuring thoughtful, well-supported analytical responses.

In Spanish, pupils have been exploring neighbourhood, social issues and economic issues in 
Latin America. Alongside developing their vocabulary and grammar, pupils have been 
discussing communities and contemporary issues, while developing their ability to express 
and justify opinions. This topic is helping pupils to build both their linguistic confidence and 
their cultural awareness, while preparing them for the demands of the GCSE examination.



This Week in Year 11
In Geography, Year 11 pupils have been studying River Landscapes in the UK as part of their 
AQA GCSE Physical Geography unit. They have been exploring how rivers change from 
source to mouth, including the characteristics of the upper, middle and lower courses. A 
particular focus has been understanding how river landforms develop, including the formation 
of meanders and oxbow lakes through erosion and deposition. Through diagram work, case 
studies and exam-style practice, pupils are developing the geographical vocabulary and 
analytical skills needed for their Paper 1 examination.

Our Year 11 rugby team enjoyed an excellent victory last week against local rivals Shevington 
High in the first round of the Wigan and Leigh Rugby Cup. Dean Trust Wigan made a strong 
start, racing into an 8–0 lead before Shevington responded with their first attack. The teams 
remained closely matched at half-time, with DTW leading 14–10. Our team came out strongly 
in the second half, with Alfie D and Ollie C scoring fantastic tries. Following a determined 
team performance, the Year 11s secured an impressive 28–14 victory. They now face another 
local rival, St Peter's, in the next round. Well done to the whole team for an excellent 
performance and for representing the school so well!

The coming months will be an important period for Year 11, and it has been particularly 
encouraging to see such a great start to our Leadership activities and our Above and Beyond 
sessions after school. Pupils are showing real commitment to their wider studies by staying 
behind to complete additional work, revisit key knowledge and strengthen their examination 
skills. This extra effort is helping pupils to build confidence and put themselves in the 
strongest possible position to secure the grades they are capable of achieving. We would like 
to congratulate Year 11 on their positive start and thank them for their continued hard work, 
commitment and determination.

Keep up the hard work, Year 11 — your efforts now will help you achieve your very best later 
in the year.



Transition at DTW
As part of our Transition Programme at Dean Trust Wigan, we were delighted to welcome 
Year 6 pupils from several local primary schools into our school for a taste of secondary 
school life.

The pupils had the opportunity to experience a range of exciting lessons, including Science, 
Art, Spanish, Music and PE. It was fantastic to see them getting involved, trying new activities 
and experiencing what life is like at our high school. Take a look at some of the artwork 
they’ve created. A huge thank you to all the pupils and staff who took part and helped make 
the experience such a success. We look forward to welcoming potential future pupils again 
soon!



Transition at DTW
Congratulations to our lucky raffle winners who collected their prizes this week after 
completing our Open Evening Challenge!

Year 6 pupils from Orrell Lamberhead, Orrell Holgate, Winstanley Community Primary School 
and Highfield St Matthew’s were presented with their prizes (Android tablets and a £75 
voucher) by members of our Senior Leadership Team. Well done to all those who won!

Ella from Orrell Lamberhead Primary 
School 

Jackson from Winstanley Community 
Primary School

Avniel from Highfield St Matthew’s 
Primary School

Jace from Orrell Holgate Academy



DTW News & Updates
We have had some more fantastic publicity for our amazing school this week!

We are delighted to have been featured in the Manchester Evening News to celebrate our 
recent Ofsted Report in July 2026. 

A huge thank you to everyone who makes our school such a wonderful place to learn, grow 
and thrive. 

Click the link to read more and find out what they had to say: 
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/greater-manchester-news/wigan-school-rat
ed-inadequate-six-34700387 or find it on My Wigan - Manchester Evening News’ Facebook 
Page!



Invites & Upcoming Events



Book of the Month
A girl who believes in UFOs; a boy who might have finally found his Prince Charming; 
a hopeful performer who dreams of being cast in her school’s production of The 
Sound of Music; a misunderstood magician of sorts with a power she doesn’t quite 
understand.

These plotlines and many more compose the eclectic stories found within the pages 
of this dynamic, exciting, and expansive collection featuring exclusively Black 
characters. From contemporary to historical, fantasy to sci-fi, magical to realistic, and 
with contributions from a powerhouse list of self-proclaimed geeks and bestselling, 
award-winning authors, this life-affirming anthology celebrates and redefines the 
many facets of Blackness and geekiness—both in the real world and those imagined.
















