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Headteacher Message
I am delighted to be able to write to you all at the end  of our first full week at Dean trust WIgan and 
share the fantastic start our pupils have made! Across each year group, pupils have settled well and 
are engaged in learning and completing homework on time, and to a high standard. Please 
congratulate them on the start they have made.

Year 7 are settling in well, learning their way around the building and enjoying both their lessons and 
our social spaces at break and lunch items. All Extra-Curricular Activities start on Monday - please 
remind your children across Years 7-10 to sign up and attend. We have a wide variety of 
opportunities for all pupils across break, lunchtime and after school. Year 11 Above and Beyond 
sessions also commence.

Yesterday I had the pleasure of accompanying 50 pupils and 4 staff on our annual ‘Extreme Day 
Trip!’ to London. We had a wonderful time visiting the British Museum, the Tower of London and our 
Boat Cruise. Pupils also enjoyed time to souvenir shop at Russell Square and Pizza in the city. 

Last night, we held our Year 11 Information Evening, at which we distributed free revision guides on 
loan to all pupils for each of their courses. Please ensure your child is using these to complete their 
weekly exam practice homework - this will make a huge difference to their outcomes in their exams.

I am delighted to share with you that our Ofsted report has been published and is live on the Ofsted 
website - please do take a look!. It is a fair and full reflection of our school community and states that 
‘In recent years, the lived experiences of pupils at Dean Trust Wigan have changed beyond 
recognition. Dean Trust Wigan is a school where pupils feel safe, happy and like they genuinely 
belong. Leaders’ improvements to the culture in this school are palpable. Pupils appreciate the 
transformation in behaviour and the quality of teaching at the school.’

If you have a child in Year 5 or Year 6, come and explore all we have to offer at our upcoming open 
Evening on Tuesday 22nd September 4-7pm.

Wishing you a lovely weekend, 

Mrs Evans
Headteacher



. Pupils of the Week

KS4 Pupil of the Week: Hend M

Hend in Year 10 was nominated by 
Ms Fitzsimons this week…

‘An amazing introductory lesson to 
one of the GCSE texts! Hend showed 

real enthusiasm and was really 
invested in the work.’

Ms Fitzsimmons

KS3 Pupil of the Week: Parsa J

Parsa in Year 7 was nominated by 
Mrs Vallender this week…

‘Parsa is new to DTW and already 
showing great effort! He tried very 
hard in lesson and completing his 

homework the very next day.  Keep 
up the great start to high school!.’

Mrs Vallender

Special Mention: Lexi S

‘Lexi showed great kindness towards her fellow pupils on yesterday’s day trip to 
London.’

Mrs Evans



. Stars of the Week
Year 7 – Sienna W

‘An amazing start to year 7 winning 
pupil of the week, this week Sienna 

has been kind and respectful 
across the week, well done 

Sienna!’

 - Mr Yates, Head of Year 7

Year 8 – Taya B

‘Taya has had a fantastic start to Year 
8 - gaining many Positive Points for 

all her hard work!’

- Mrs Hobson, Head of Year 8

Year 9 – Mason S

‘Mason has settled fantastically into 
year 9, displaying mature 

behaviours and dedication to his 
learning.

 – Mr Barrow, Head of Year 9

Year 10 – Archie H

‘Archie has started Year 10 life with a 
really mature attitude with superb 

work ethic and behaviour’

- Mr Atherton, Head of Year 10

Year 11 – Joe D

‘Joe has made a great start to his Digital IT lessons this term. He has created 
some excellent pieces of work and is flourishing within each of his lessons.’

 – Mr Eastwood, Head of Year 11



This Week in Year 8

Our pupils have made a fantastic start to year 8! Myself and Miss Keeley have been very 
impressed with pupils' mature and hardworking attitudes and their helpfulness towards our 
new year 7 pupils. The year 8 team are really proud of the start that pupils have made to the 
year and are confident they will continue to excel. 

Shine to 9 programme: This week a select few of our cohort started the shine to 9 
programme focussed on promoting academic excellence and encouraging hard work and 
resilience. Pupils had an excellent first meeting learning about the programme and the 
exciting opportunities they will have throughout the year such as a debate challenge and a 
public speaking workshop. 

Science: Year 8 pupils are currently learning about acids and alkalis in science. They have 
been learning about how to keep safe in a laboratory when conducting experiments and 
using indicators to determine if different household items are acids or alkalis. 

Design technology: This week in food technology pupils have been making focaccia 
focussing on how and why yeast is used when making bread. Pupils have also developed 
their knowledge of working safely in a kitchen and on making healthy food choices. Well 
done year 8, some excellent baking! 

Jenson C Jasmine C



Year 10 Day Trip to London
50 of our Year 10 pupils enjoyed their day trip to London on Thursday 10th September. 

Our adventure began at Wigan North Western Train Station where we jumped on board for a 
two hour train ride to Euston Station. The pupils then went onto visit to the British Museum, 
where pupils had the opportunity to explore its fascinating collections and discover artefacts 
from different cultures and periods of history. 

We then took to the water for our boat cruise, giving us the chance to see some of London’s 
famous sights from a different perspective. It was a brilliant way to relax while still taking in 
the sights and sounds of the city.

We then headed to the Tower of London, where we stepped back in time and discovered 
more about this iconic landmark. From its fascinating history to its famous surroundings, there 
was something to capture everyone’s imagination.

Pupils enjoyed some free time at Russell Square, picking up souvenirs and mementos to 
remember their day. We also enjoyed a well-earned pizza in the city, which was the perfect 
way to refuel after such a busy day.

Read on to see some more photographs from the exciting day…



Year 10 Day Trip to London



Manchester United Foundation
Through our link with the Manchester United Football Foundation, some of our pupils were 
entered into a draw to win tickets to watch Manchester United at Old Trafford.

Pupils were selected based on their excellent behaviour and attendance. A huge well done to 
our lucky winners who enjoyed the fantastic experience of watching Manchester United live!



DTW Open Event



Extra Curricular Activities 
Monday Clubs

Tuesday Clubs



Extra Curricular Activities 
Wednesday Clubs

Thursday Clubs



Pupil Opportunities, Leadership & Rights at 
Dean Trust Wigan

It has been a fantastic start to the new academic year at Dean Trust Wigan, with pupils already 
being encouraged to get involved in the many opportunities available beyond the classroom. Our 
commitment to creating a Community of Belonging continues to be at the heart of school life, 
ensuring that every pupil has the opportunity to participate, contribute and develop.

Extra-Curricular Opportunities

We are delighted to offer a wide range of extra-curricular activities (ECA) for pupils across the 
school. Our programme provides something for everyone, with clubs including tennis, football, 
rugby, netball, crafts, chess and choir, to name but a few.

These activities provide pupils with valuable opportunities to try something new, develop their talents, 
build confidence, make new friendships and enjoy being part of our wider school community. 
Whether pupils are interested in sport, creativity, music or simply trying a new activity, we would 
encourage everyone to get involved.

We strongly encourage parents and carers to talk to their child about the clubs available and support 
them in taking advantage of the opportunities on offer.

Our ECA programme also supports our commitment to the UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (CRC), particularly:

● Article 15 – Freedom of association: Children have the right to meet with others and join 
groups and organisations.

● Article 29 – Goals of education: Education should help children develop their personalities, 
talents and abilities to their fullest potential.

● Article 31 – Leisure, play and culture: Every child has the right to relax, play and take part 
in cultural and creative activities.



Pupil Opportunities, Leadership & Rights at 
Dean Trust Wigan

Year 11 Leadership Team

Our Year 11 Leadership Team held their first meeting of the academic year this week. The team 
began planning how they can make a positive contribution to school life and support our wider pupil 
leadership structure.

During their first meeting, pupils explored how they can support our Pupil Ambassadors, help to 
develop our Future Leaders and play an active role in important whole-school events and 
celebrations. One of their first areas of focus will be supporting Black History Month, which will be 
celebrated across Dean Trust Wigan throughout October.

Our Year 11 Leadership Team is extremely excited about the year ahead and is looking forward to 
working alongside staff and pupils in this vital role within our school. Their work will provide 
opportunities to demonstrate responsibility, kindness, teamwork and leadership, while ensuring that 
pupil voice continues to shape our school community.

Their work particularly reflects Article 12 – Respect for the views of the child, which states that 
children have the right to express their views on matters affecting them and for those views to be 
listened to and taken seriously.

Understanding Our Rights

This week, our pupil assemblies and PDC form-time sessions have also focused on children's 
rights and our continued commitment to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Pupils have been reminded that every child has rights and that these rights belong to every child, 
without discrimination. This includes Article 2 – Non-discrimination, which reminds us that the 
Convention applies to every child regardless of their background, identity, beliefs or circumstances.

We have also explored Article 42 – Knowledge of rights, which states that children and adults 
should know about the Convention and understand children's rights.

As a UNICEF Rights Respecting Gold Awarded School, we want our pupils not only to know their 
rights, but also to understand how they can respect and champion the rights of others. Through 
leadership, extra-curricular opportunities, assemblies, PDC and everyday school life, we will continue 
to empower our pupils to have a voice, take an active role in their community and make a positive 
difference.

At Dean Trust Wigan, we want every pupil to know that “Everyone is welcome here” and that they 
have opportunities to Believe in themselves, Achieve both in and out of the classroom and Succeed 
in life creating and building towards their future.



Rights of the Child



The Scotsman Sarah Crossan's exquisite debut novel explores first love, friendship and 
quiet courage. It will leave you sad, happy and wanting more. Sometimes I want to tear off 
my clothes And show them I'm the same Underneath – Maybe better. 

Life is lonely for Kasienka. She misses her old home in Poland, her mother's heart is 
breaking, and at her new English school friends are scarce. But when someone new swims 
into her life, Kasienka learns that there is more than one way to stay afloat. This stunning 
novel from Carnegie Medal winner Sarah Crossan explores how to pick up the pieces when 
everything you know is turned on its head and you have to start all over again. Experience 
every emotion with the finest verse novelist of our generation... Don't miss Sarah Crossan's 
other irresistibly page-turning books Moonrise, One, Apple and Rain, and Toffee.

September Book of the Month: The Weight of Water

'Poignant, powerful, just perfect' - Cathy Cassidy 'This poetic novel is sheer perfection ... I 
loved it' - Irish Examiner 'A compellingly beautiful, utterly seductive debut novel … Do not 

miss it'



What’s on in our Local Area



Homework Club

Support with homework every

afternoon in the LRC

3:10pm - 4:00pm

DEAN TRUST Wigan
Loyalty card ...collect reward points and prizes

☑ YouTube @DeanTrustWigan Believe Achieve Succeed


